
 

St Joseph and St Patrick’s, Wemyss Bay 

Parish Pastoral Council Away Day   

Little Sisters of the Poor, Greenock 

Sunday 26 August 2018 

 

Attendees: Marcus Barry (Chair), Brian Blacklaw, Hazel Mitchell, Louise McCauley, Michael Tormey, Owen 
Quinn, Gillian Hall, John Wilson, Jackie Watt, Anne Clark, Father Berry. Isobel Quinn, Helen McMunn,  

Apologies: Jackie Watt, Ryan Begley, Julia Gibson, Debbie Galbraith, Andrew McShane 

 

1. WELCOME AND PRAYER   
Marcus welcomed everyone to our Away Day and Fr Berry opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 

2. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Julia, Jackie, Andrew, Debbie and Ryan. Ryan has resigned from the 
Parish Pastoral Council and we would like to thank him for the part he has played in the council over 
the last few years.  

 
3. GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

 
There followed an informal ‘getting to know you’ session where each of the council members gave a 
brief history of themselves.  
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minute from our previous meeting were accepted with one small amendment. Gillian will change 
GPDR to GDPR.  
 
 
Building Works: 
- Fr Berry advised that the church and church hall have both been painted. The lighting in the 

church has been installed and signed off.  
 

- Smoke and CO2 alarms have been installed in the church and church house and have been 
certified by the fire service.  
 

- The work to be carried out in the garden is underway and ongoing.  
 

 
- The proposed changes in the Sacristy remain on hold due to changes in the Diocese making it 

difficult to move these plans forward at this time.  
 

- Fr Berry also advised that there will be carpet tiles instead of carpet fitted in the church hall. In 
addition the carpet in the church has been assessed and passed as generally in reasonable 



condition It has been recommended that the carpet is professionally cleaned using a dry chemical 
cleaner.  

 
 

- Michael suggested that we consider having a defibrillator installed in the church or church hall. 
Anne and Hazel will look into costings of this and report back at our next meeting. 

 
Mass Times:  
- Fr Berry reminded us that this weekend is the last weekend of the summer mass schedules. There 

is to be a meeting in the week ahead when the clergy will discuss the summer mass schedule with 
a view to retaining it in the long run or not.  
 

- For our own Parish Fr Berry reported that over the summer there were certainly fewer coming to 
the Parish. Saturday vigil mass has seen a significant rise in numbers making parking an issue of 
concern. It was suggested that we have four Eucharistic Ministers at the Saturday vigil mass as we 
do at Sunday morning mass.  
 

Visiting Priests:  
Fr Berry requested if Helen could draw up an instruction list for visiting Priests to follow when 
covering for Fr Berry’s absence. It was felt that this would be useful for both the Locum Priest and 
those involved in assisting during the mass service.  
 
Paper Minutes:  
Owen requested that paper minutes of the PPC meetings be available. This was agreed and Marcus 
will print the minutes and place them on the noticeboard at the back of the Church.  
 
Collection Information:  
It was asked that we publish the exact amount of the weekly collections in the bulletin the following 
week and also that of any second collection. The question of whether we publish the totals each week 
of the Direct Debit collection contributions was also raised.  
 
Parish Stall:  
Michael informed the meeting that we have the stall itself, price gun and cash tin in place. He will 
organise a meeting with the SCIAF group to discuss ordering stock and organising rotas for covering 
the stall.  
 
Bulletin:  
Brian is proposing to include a Good News section in the bulletin each week to allow us to share good 
news such as marriages, births, weddings and significant anniversaries. This idea will be announced in 
the bulletin to allow parishioners to forward this information to Brian for publication going forward.  
 

5. LUNCH 
 
The meeting broke for lunch.  

 
6. MAKING ALL THINGS NEW 

 
Canon David Boyd was introduced to the meeting. He is the moderator of our cluster group and he 
opened the afternoon session with a prayer. Fr David talked about helping us to move our parish from 
maintenance to mission. We are generally good at maintaining our parishes but not so good at 
mission. We need to reach beyond ourselves and do both.  



 
It is important that in order to make disciples we baptise and teach. We do not always get this right 
and we need to think differently. As a church member we need to:  
 
Behave as a Catholic 
Believe as a Catholic 
Belong  
 
But if people feel they belong then it would be easier to help them believe. People who feel they 
belong and are properly engaged have: 
 
Planned and regular prayer 
Desire to learn – study  
Generous  with their time and talent 
Willing to share their faith – evangelising 
 
Fr David then discussed parishes. A parish is a geographical term. It is a neighbourhood and we are 
part of the wider Diocese. He spoke of his own parishes in Erskine which are St Bernadette’s and St 
John Bosco, both at opposite ends of the town. He showed us some of the ways they carry out their 
parish work and of the importance of the book ‘Devine Renovation’ by Father James Mallon in 
allowing him to do this work with renewed energy and faith.  
 
 
The five principles of a parish are:  
 
Fellowship  
Discipleship  
Worship 
Ministry  
Evangelisation  
 
It is important to capture people on a Sunday with: 
 
Hospitality – make everyone welcome.   
Hymns – uplifting and to connect with the gospel.  
Homilies – engaging and in a language for all to understand in todays modern world.  
 
Fr David also discussed the Alpha courses which they run successfully within the Parish. The course 
covers, amongst others, the topics above. E.g. making disciples and evangelisation.  
 
Michael requested a copy of Fr David’s PowerPoint presentations, which he will organise for us. 
  
Fr David mentioned that at his Erskine PPC they have changed the set up whereby they have a 
leadership team who meet weekly. This allows them to move issues forward that have been discussed 
at the PPC meetings and make them happen.  
 
Marcus thanked Fr David for his talk this afternoon in which he shared not only some of the very 
interesting parish initiatives with us but also shared some of the ups and downs he himself faces in his 
faith journey. For that we truly thank him on behalf of our group.  
 
The other items from the agenda with be carried forward to our next meeting.  
 
The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 18 September 2018  



 
 
  

 


